
 

 

 

Virgo Award Presented to Newport News Tourism 
~ Travel and tourism award given for 4 Taps 4 Cities, a regional marketing initiative ~   

Newport News, VA, April 29, 2019 – It was announced today that Newport News Tourism won a Virgo Travel and Tourism 

Award, presented by the Virginia Association of Destination Marketing Organizations (VADMO).   

The award was presented at VADMO’s annual Tourism Symposium, which started April 28 and ends April 30, at The Virginian 

Hotel in Lynchburg. Newport News Tourism won for its nomination of 4 Taps 4 Cities in the Regional Marketing Initiative 

category. This particular category was created to showcase two or more cities that work together to establish a campaign that 

markets the region as a whole. 

Newport News Tourism developed 4 Taps 4 Cities as a sub-trail of the Toast the Coast: Beer, Wine, and Shine Trail, which 

encompasses a vast region of Coastal Virginia, one that stretches from New Kent County to the Virginia Beach Oceanfront – a 

distance of about 92 miles that includes more than three dozen breweries, wineries, and distilleries.  

4 Taps 4 Cities was created as a way to introduce craft beverage enthusiasts to a specific area of the trail – a region that includes 

only Newport News, Hampton, Williamsburg, and Smithfield. The purpose of this program is to serve as a convenient and 

manageable resource for visitors, which, in turn, increases visitation to our four cities and each visitor center, not to mention 

contributes to additional spending in our four localities.  

Although 4 Taps 4 Cities was tested as a short-term marketing initiative (an 8-week contest during which 157 people 

participated in the summer of 2017), the contest proved so popular that it was decided that 4 Taps 4 Cities would continue as an 

ongoing beer trail, so the contest entry form was redesigned into a more durable and longer lasting “pocket guide” and the 4 

Taps 4 Cities sub-trail became a permanent component of the Toast the Coast: Beer, Wine, and Shine Trail in Coastal Virginia. 

 Participating in 4 Taps 4 Cities is as easy as: 

 Picking up a copy of the Toast the Coast pocket guide at any of the four cities’ visitor centers or at any participating 

brewery. 

 Visiting one brewery in Newport News, Hampton, Williamsburg and Smithfield. 

 Getting the pocket guide stamped at each location. 

 Bringing the stamped pocket guide to the Newport News Visitor Center or Newport News Tourism Office.  

 Being rewarded with a one-of-a-kind Toast the Coast beer-opening koozie for visiting one brewery in four different 

cities. For those who choose to visit 10 of the breweries listed within the 4 Taps 4 Cities trail, a Toast the Coast T-shirt 

is awarded in addition to the koozie. 

 

4 Taps 4 Cities is an activity that is not only appealing to tourists, but it offers a memorable experience for locals, too. This 

regional collaboration increases spending in our localities, which helps increase tax revenue and keeps people employed in the 

craft-beverage industry. Whether it comes in the form of craft beer, wine, or liquor, locally produced spirits give an area a sense 

of regional identity, in addition to giving residents a sense of pride.  
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This summer, be on the lookout for another new sub-trail, which is currently in the works. It will be called 3 Barrels 3 Cities 

and will be similar in concept to 4 Taps 4 Cities. Participants will be asked to visit one distillery in three cities (Newport News, 

Hampton, and Smithfield), where their pocket guides will be stamped and later redeemed for a Toast the Coast drinking glass. 

The three cities recently received a $5,000 grant from the Virginia Tourism Corp.’s Marketing Leverage Program to help with 

the costs associated with this project.  

For more information about 4 Taps 4 Cities, call the Newport News Visitor Center at 757-886-7777 or 888-493-7386.  
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